10    POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS  CONDITION
The Galileans were an active, hard-working and energetic
people who were not content to live merely on the fruits of the
earth and of the Lake, which was rich in fish.1 They drew
lar^e profits from the great merchant caravans which passed
through the country on their way from the coast to the Trans-
jordan district. The west bank of the Lake, where two trade
routes met, was the economic centre of the whole district.
Here lay several towns that are often mentioned in the Gospels,
though" not always with approval; Chorazin, Capernaum,
Magdala, and further south, within reach of some famous hot
springs and in what Josephus tells us is the very best part of
Galilee ev xQariarois rfjs FaMaiac; 2—Tiberias.3 But when
Jesus was born Tiberias had not yet come into being. It was
not till a.d. 26 that Herod Antipas founded it, and its name
was a compliment to the Emperor Tiberius. It was built on
the site of an ancient necropolis, which made it unclean for
the Israelites, so it was populated by foreigners—not all of the
best class—and seemed more like a Greek city. Many Jews
finally abandoned their scruples and settled there, attracted
by the opulence of the place and delighted by its amenities,
but it seems improbable that Jesus ever visited the city.
The population of Galilee was very mixed, although Jewish
in external appearance owing to the fact that strangers residing
there tended to adopt Jewish customs (with more or less
sincerity and good will), in order to live more easily among
the Jews, who were intolerant of foreign ways. This is why
the Judseans, proud of their own alleged racial purity, rather
looked down on the Galileans as half-breeds, more or less under
suspicion of defilement.4 From our point of view these people
stand out as being strikingly unlike the rest of the Jews.
The special nature of their country and the little labour needed
to extract an abundant livelihood from it,5 their motley racial
character, their habitual contact with travellers from other
lands, and their comparative remoteness from Jerusalem, all
combined to set them apart from the remainder of the Israelites.
1	The name Bethsaida means the house of the fisheries (cf. LXXVI,
154 ff.); it was a town on the north bank of the lake.    As for Magdala,
its real name, Magdal Nounaiya, should be rendered the Magdal of the
fishes.
2	Jos., Ant, xviii, 2, 3 ;   B.J., ii, 9, 1.
3LXXV, i (4th edit.), 433 ;  ii (3rd edit.), 169 ff. ;  LXXVI, 131.
4CCCI, 22;   LXXV, ii, 20;   XXV, ii, 264 jQf.;   LXXVI, 131.
5 The country would never have produced much of its own accord,
as a glance at its present condition proves. There are no trees left in the
Garden of Gennesaret. Schwalm (LXXVI, 151) reckons one palm tree at
El-Mejdel and three or four at Tiberias, but this is an understatement :
I counted at least ten between Tiberias and Capernaum.

